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50,000 copies sold!New Edition! Welcoming Babies draws from experiences around the world to
show the diverse ways in which the human family welcomes new life.This redesigned edition
features updated content and new backmatter with additional ways of welcoming babies around
the world.It’s a powerful concept, exploring the routines and rituals of a child’s first year in
diverse cultures and traditions and introducing readers to babies from tiny Luke, who is
spending his first days of life in an incubator, to Kasa, who is being introduced to the sunrise by
her grandmother. Nontraditional families—biracial, adoptive, and single-parent—are included.
The ways in which babies are welcomed into the world are wonderfully varied yet strikingly
kindred. Welcoming Babies is equally appropriate as a gift to new parents or grandparents and
a read-aloud for babies.Lexile Level 990; F&P Level O

"A celebration."― Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books"The obvious value and beauty of
each type of welcome should expand children’s appreciation for and understanding of peoples
other than themselves and of the joy that new births bring."― School Library Journal --This text
refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorMARGY BURNS KNIGHT received the National
Education Association’s Author-Illustrator Human & Civil Rights Award for her work with Anne
Sibley O’Brien and the Children’s Africana Book Award for Africa Is Not a Country. She is the
author of Talking Walls, which has sold more than 200,000 copies. She writes a blog, “Discover
Your World,” and is a Service Learning Coordinator, an English teacher, and a Peace Corps
veteran.ANNE SIBLEY O’BRIEN has illustrated 31 books, including Talking Walls, and is the
author and illustrator of the picture book I’m New Here and the graphic novel The Legend of
Hong Kil Dong. Annie’s passion for multiracial, multicultural, and global subjects grew out of her
experience of being raised bilingual and bicultural in South Korea as the daughter of medical
missionaries. She writes the column “The Illustrator’s Perspective” for the Bulletin of the Society
of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators and a blog, “Coloring Between the Lines.” The mother
of two grown children, she lives with her husband on an island in Maine. --This text refers to the
hardcover edition.From Publishers Weekly"Every day, everywhere, babies are born. We have
many ways to show them we are glad they came into the world." So opens this well-meaning if
somewhat artificial round-up of the ways in which people of various cultures celebrate the arrival
of a newborn and other childhood milestones. "We Sing," writes Knight as O'Brien shows an
African baby being welcomed by the song of women, who, the text tells us, will be joined by
other villagers to herald the child's birth. Subsequent spreads reveal a tiny baby in an incubator
being caressed by a parent's hand ("We Touch"); a midwife placing a drop of sugar butter onto
the tongue of a dark-haired infant "so that he will have a sweet life" ("We Bless"); a christening
party for Ricardo, where the guests wear encintados, colorful ribbons with the names of the baby



and his godparents; and the first birthday celebration for Ok-hee, pictured in front of a table
laden with food ("Those who treasure her gather to wish Ok-hee a long and happy life"). At its
best, O'Brien's hazy, pastel art depicts endearing scenarios, but often the images are stilted and
unaffecting. Ages 5-up.Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an
out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From School Library JournalKindergarten-Grade 2-
A discussion of the various ceremonies used to greet newborns: Muslim, Jewish, Christian, and
Hopi; Korean, Greek, Nigerian, and Latin American. Most of the methods include singing,
kissing, touching, blessing, naming, dedicating, holding, and honoring the infant. Boldly painted,
strongly colored double-page pictures in a combination of realism in the foreground and
sketchiness in the background show the babies being cherished in special ways by family and
friends. The text describes each occasion simply, with helpful amplification given in the notes at
the end that identify the cultures and geographic settings represented. The obvious value and
beauty of each type of welcome should expand children's appreciation for and understanding of
peoples other than themselves and of the joy that new births bring.Patricia Pearl Dole, formerly
at First Presbyterian School, Martinsville, VACopyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --
This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Read more
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Libby M., “Very Sweet Book. I read this to my children 15 years ago when they were young. And I
have given it to others who have recently had babies. It is such a lovely book. Beautiful
sentiments and lovely pictures. Highly recommend this.”

Leah, “Wonderful wonderful book. I received this book as a gift and i LOVE it. It celebrates
diversity in all forms, with wonderful images and traditions. I now buy it for every friend who is
expecting a baby. I love reading it with my infant son and I hope this will become one of his
favorites. The illustrations are beautiful and really capture family love, and all the different ways
that love is displayed. I really encourage anyone who is looking to raise their child in a culturally
rich environment to buy this book.”

CD, “Very sweet little stories of the way babies are welcomed into the world. Sweet little book. I
used it in my kindergarten classroom for study of cultures; stories of many ways babies are
welcomed into their families and communities.”

A Wordsmith, “Simply Beauiful. I've given:Welcoming Babies" to several parents and
grandparents, most recently to a couple who adopted a newborn baby boy. Each page offers
an aspect of the pleasure of welcoming a baby into one's heart and home. The recipients
always enjoy and appreciate having the book.”

The Goss Family, “Great present to new families or great read for kids preparing for new sibling !.
( Review from 12 yr old )This is an adorable book that explains how babies are welcomed into
families across the world. The book shares examples from different countries of how people
celebrate the birth or arrival of new babies. It mentions traditions from African countries like
Nigeria and Ghana but also some religious traditions like baptisms in the Philippines, or even
how we celebrate first birthdays. It also mentions babies in the NICU and even adoption, which I
thought was really special and important. In the back, it shares some more facts and details
about even more countries. The passages overall in the book are short and perfect for a bedtime
story. The illustrations are big and vivid, usually spread over two pages. I really think it is
amazing to read about all these different traditions of how families celebrate new babies. Maybe
we all share different traditions, but we all share excitement and joy over a new baby, no matter
where we are from. I think this would make a sweet story for a younger kid who is about to have
a new sibling. I would recommend this book for any age.”

reader in SF, “Great for a new parent. A lovely book with great illustrations. Everyone is included
in this book. My baby was in the NICU in the beginning of life and a baby in the hospital is
included, as are different religions, same sex parents, twins and adoption. My fifteen-month-old
loves looking at all the babies. I don't know what the Publisher's Weekly reviewer meant when he



or she said the images are stilted and unaffecting. I think they are lovely. I think this is a great
book to share the magic of being a new parent.”

hikerjen, “Great book for toddlers. My 18 month old loves this book. She likes all the beautiful
drawings of babies and seeing how different people interact with and show their love of babies.
It's a great book to teach children how different people and cultures welcome newborns.”

Kaz, “Love this book!. Have bought multiple copies of this book as gifts for new babies. Also use
it in my Y1 classroom in the Autumn term during our 'Marvellous Me' topic and incorporate it into
R.E. in our teaching about baptism. Lovely book, gorgeous illustrations and simply written.
Would highly recommend.”

VL, “Wonderfully multicultural and affirming of families from many traditions. Wonderfully
multicultural and affirming of families from many traditions. Children should be cherished and
this book celebrates their arrival. It is now my go-to baby gift.”

The book by Margy Burns Knight has a rating of  5 out of 4.9. 11 people have provided feedback.
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